Monday January 01st (New Year’s Day)
Mary, Mother of God.

Reading 1: NUMBERS 6: 22-27
Responsorial Psalm: P S. 67{66}: 2-3,5,6,8
Gospel: GAL. 4:4-7; LK. 2:16-21

Tuesday January 02nd

Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, bishop &
doctors.

Reading 1: 1 JOHN 2: 22-28

Responsorial Psalm: PS. 98{97}: 1-4

Gospel: JOHN 1: 19-28

Wednesday January 03rd

Holy Name of Jesus

Reading 1: 1 JOHN 2: 29- 3:6

Responsorial Psalm: PS.98{97}: 1,79

Gospel: JOHN 1: 29-34

47th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination: Most Rev.
Donald J. Reece, Archbishop Emeritus of Kingston.

Thursday January 04th

Elizabeth Ann Seton, religious.
Reading 1: 1 JOHN 3: 7-10
Responsorial Psalm: PS.98{97}:1, 7-9
Gospel: JOHN 1: 35-42

Friday January 05th

John Neumann, bishop.

Reading 1:  JOHN 3: 11-21
Responsorial Psaim: PS. 100{99}: 1-5
Gospel: JOHN 1: 43-51

Saturday January 06th

Andre Bessette, religious.

Reading 1: 1 JOHN 5: 5-13
Responsorial Psalm: PS. 147{146-147}: 12-15,19-20
Gospel: MK. 1: 7-11 or LK. 23:-38

Announcements

1. Awarm Welcome to all our visitors who are worshiping with
us for the first time.

2. Happy Birthday and Anniversary to those celebrating their
special day this week.

3. 2nd collection next week is for the expenses of the
Archdioceses of Kingston.

4. Thank you all for organizing a brilliant birthday party for me.
I am humbled, your gifts were so thoughtful and sweet!

“Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the

charming gardeners who make our souls blossom”
by Marcel Proust

New Year’s Eve Midnight Mass
Caroling @ 10:30 p.m.
Midnight Mass @ 11:00 p.m.

New Year’s Day Mass:
Monday, January 01, 2018 @ 10:30 a.m.

Have a Blessea

Week

‘Welcome to the Roman Catholic
Community of St. Elizabeth’s Church

“A Catholic Community in the Passionist Tradition”
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RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS
December 31, 2017

Theme: Family Life.
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Celebrating the Eucharist
Sundays: 10:30 a.m. Tue, Fri: 8:00 a.m.
Wednesdays: 5:30 p.m.
Rev. Fr. Richard Award, C.P.
Pastor
Desmond Gordon
Deacon

Reach Us At
5 Ransford Avenue, Kingston 5. Jamaica, W.I.
Tel: (876) 926-7248 or 908-0470 Fax: (876) 908-0469
Website: http://www.saintez.org
E-mail: pastor@saintez.org
https://www.facebook.com/Saintez01

Office Hours
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Office is closed on Saturdays & Sundays.
Pastor is available during office hours and by
appointment.
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God calls us as family. We begin our life in family. We form families, either
biological or in other ways. This basic relationship of the biological family
with mother, father and children is given to us throughout our Scriptures and
is the basic of civil society.

Today this relationship of family is being challenged on all sides and the
divine rate is high and many people spend their life in multiple relationships
without every marrying. Our civil society is losing entirely the meaning of
family as we find it in Sacred Scripture.

We must not be distracted! Instead, we are challenged to continue to encour-
age the basic reality of a family with mother, father and children. We are
invited to encourage marriage between a man and a woman—nbut always as a
sacrament, a sacred bond lived out in Jesus Christ and in His Church.

The first reading today is from the Book of Genesis and gives us an insight
into the life of Abraham. Abraham left his own country to follow the Lord. The
Lord promised him descendants so many that they would be equal to the
number of the stars. Abraham and Sarah get old without ever having a

child. Abraham still trusts in God but wonders how God might bring about the
fulfillment of His promise. Finally Isaac is born—after it was really
impossible—and then Abraham is asked to sacrifice him. Abraham is put to
the test in so many ways!

The focus of the reading, however, is not so much the trials of Abraham but
the faith of Abraham that never wavered. Modern Christians face many
challenges today and one of them is believing in the family as given to us in
the Scriptures and not wavering from that idea of the family, no matter what
civil society tells us. Embracing a scriptural view of the family never means
rejecting those who don’t accept Scriptures. It does mean, however, being
strong enough in faith to insist that there is a God and that God calls us in
certain ways and that our Scriptures clearly teach about family and family life.

The second reading comes from the Letter to the Hebrews and again
emphasizes the faith of Abraham and the challenge to remain faithful when
everything else looks crazy! We are invited to cling to the Lord and to trust in
the Word of the Lord. This will mean that, like Abraham, we will look crazy
sometimes. Imagine the friends of Abraham over the many years when he
kept saying that God would give him descendants! They must have given him
a bad time! Or surely they thought of him as simply a crazy old man—perhaps
a good man but still not living in reality and accepting that he and his wife
would never have a child.

The Gospel is from Saint Luke today and is about the presentation of Jesus in
the temple. Here we gave Mary and Joseph presenting their child and two old
people in the temple, Simeon and Anna, who were waiting for salvation, were
able to see in Jesus the fulfillment of the prophecies. Incredible.

So from the three readings today, we can commit ourselves to defending the
scriptural understanding of family. We don’t need to attack anyone, only live
this mystery clearly in our own lives and speak clearly when asked. We can
also commit ourselves to understanding Scripture so that, like Anna and
Simeon, we won’t miss the fulfillment of Scripture when it happens.

Let us walk in the way of the Lord.
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Gathering: No. 310 “Once In Royal David’s City”
Lord Have Mercy
Gloria
Opening Prayer
First Reading: Genesis 15: 1-6; 21:1-3
{Worrel Hibbert}
Responsorial Psalm: 105{104}: 1-6,8-9

Response: The Lord remembers his covenant forever.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11: 8,11-12,17-19
{Nadine Hibbert}

Gospel Acclamation: In the past God spoke to our
ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, he has
spoken to us through the Son.

Gospel: Luke 2: 22-40

Homily

Universal Prayer

Preparation of Gifts: “Long Time Ago In Bethlehem”
Presentation of Gifts: “Come They Told Me”

Hosanna

Memorial Acclamation
Great Amen

Lord’s Prayer

Greeting of Peace
Lamb of God

Communion: No. 191 “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear”
Meditation: No. 283 “O Holy Night!”
Sending Forth: No. 35 “Angels We Have Heard On High”
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